Topic 1: Adverse effects of illicit drug production, trafficking, and consumption
	According to the 2007 UN World Drug Report, illegal drug trafficking has the highest estimated global value of illicit markets. Also, being a globalized issue, is it one of the largest businesses worldwide estimated to be about 300 billion USD. Drug trafficking leaves adverse effects on the economies and institutions where this issue is common. Member states of the OAS have previously acknowledged and attempted to address the problem, but with minimal to no success. 
	The profitable market of illicit drugs needs a source for drug production. The incentive for farmers, specifically in rural areas, to grow illegal narcotics outweighs the consequences. This is the primary reason rural farmers continue to remain a consistent source of illegal drugs. Efforts have been made to eradicate this drug production source, but farmers in Venezuela, Peru, Mexico, and Colombia continue to grow and supply these drugs. The drug trade is carried out by powerful and unfortunately influential criminal organizations. For example, Colombian warlords have been known to actively participate in the cocaine market, cooperating with factions of the government through corruption. The centralization of Colombia’s drug market makes the issue more difficult to deal with, but is a unique situation as other countries such as Brazil have a more decentralized problem. 
	Every member state of the OAS is plagued by the problems relating to drugs, but they are affected in different ways. The United States is affected by trafficking and consumption, whereas nations like Peru are mostly affected by production. 

	Created in 2000, the Inter-America Observatory on Drug (OID) promotes hemispheric cooperation in the combat of the issue, by emphasizing their Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism. Along with the OID, other OAS sponsored projects have been implemented that assess various aspects of the issue. 
	The recent increase in narcotics seizures among OAS members is generally impressive. In the period 1995–2000, cannabis seizures nearly doubled, from 1.8 million kilograms to 3.7 million kilograms, with particularly noteworthy increases in Brazil, Mexico, and the United States.  Cocaine seizures have also increased, though only by 24% to 330,527 kilograms in 2000; this statistic, however, hides the trend that has doubled seizures in Colombia. Many aspects of illegal drugs remain unaddressed and have to be proceeded with caution. 
Questions to Consider:
1. Should this issue be tackled on a more international scale, or should emphasis be put on one member state’s involvement?
2. How will rural farmers be prevented from furthering their profitable growth of illegal narcotics?
3. Should anti-corruption steps be taken in nations like Colombia?
Useful Links:
· http://www.oas.org/en/topics/drugs.asp
· http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/LOP/researchpublications/bp435-e.htm
· https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/2086.html

Topic 2: Rights of Indigenous People
The rights of Indigenous from previously populated areas have become a large problem in many regions of the world. And because of this, the Organization of American States have allied with representatives from the indigenous people population to come t some sort of compromise. To first solve this problem, a native person from his land must first be defined. An indigenous person is a person who is descended from the land previously from those who have migrated into the region. But even though there is a clear cut definition, many argue whether or not some population groups even have the right to be called the native group.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The history of this problem dates back almost a century ago, if not in the 1700’s with the original Native Americans that cultivated and lived off of the land. But a significant time when the native people started seeking rights, was in the mid-1920s, where native Americans from the united states went to the UN of Geneva to preach their complaints and try to fight for more rights. This ended in no important changes but was documented as a very important act of liberty, and will mark the later actions yet to come by these groups of people.
In 1970, the United Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities recommended that a thorough study be made of the problem of discrimination against indigenous populations. Also Jose R. Martinez was appointed Special Rapporteur for the study and submitted a final report to the Sub-commission from 1981 to 1984
One of the past United Nations actions was that in 1994 they started an international Decade of the World’s Indigenous People program, to increase or maximize the commitment the United Nation was giving towards the fight for the rights of the native people.
Another significant meeting that helped this cause was in October, 2005 in Argentina Guatemala. Here the group of Gaugamela’s Working Group gathered and presented the American Declaration of Rights of Indigenous People.  
Useful Links
http://www.oas.org/OASpage/Events/default_ENG.asp?eve_code=11
http://www.oas.org/en/topics/indigenous_peoples.asp
http://www.oas.org/consejo/cajp/Indigenous.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/indigenous/activities/declaration.asp
Questions to consider
· What is the proper Definition of an indigenous person?
· What are injustices that have been displayed towards the indigenous people group?
· What laws and programs could help this vital cause?

