Topic 1: Political and Territorial Status of the Arctic Circle
	The Arctic Circle, consisting of the Arctic Ocean, the Arctic, the northern portions of some countries, and thousands of islands, is a territory rich in mineral and other natural resources. This property attracts economic developers searching for oil, gas, and similar marketable natural resources. International law states that the North Pole and the Arctic Ocean are international waters but the nations in the region are entitled to an economic zone stretching 230 miles (200 nautical miles) from their coasts. The five nations with this privilege are the United States, Russia, Canada, Denmark, and Norway.
	The primary reason individual nations contest for ownership of the Arctic Circle is its abundance of undiscovered natural resources. The area north of the Arctic Circle has an estimated 90 billion barrels of undiscovered,  obtainable oil, 1,670 trillion cubic feet of    obtainable natural gas, and 44 billion barrels of  obtainable natural gas liquids in 25 geologically defined areas thought to have potential for petroleum. Additionally, the Arctic Circle is vital for the trade routes it expedites.
	The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), introduced in 1982, give nations that ratify it ten years to make claims to an extended continental shelf, allowing nations access and exclusive rights to any and all resources on or below the seabed of that area. This incentive persuaded Russia, Canada, Norway, and Denmark to ratify the convention and nationalize parts of the Arctic beyond their exclusive economic zones. The United States has yet to ratify this accord.
	Denmark became the first to extend its claims into the north pole, on the basis that Greenland has the closest coastline to the arctic. The Lomonosov Ridge, an undersea formation that extends far into the arctic, belongs to Denmark. These two assertions were approved by a UN commission and Denmark set off to make claims in the Arctic. In August of 2007, a Russian submarine set off on a perilous mission to descend approximately 4,200 meters into the Arctic Ocean in order to plant a flag on the Arctic seabed. This gesture symbolized their perceived control of this area and all of its resources. Russia's controversial claim resulted in immediate response by Canada to increase their patrol fleet. They also, in addition to Denmark, claim they are part of the Lomonosov Ridge. . The United States spent $5.6 million   to fund research in an attempt to prove a filed claim that they had rights to the oil reserves in the Arctic. These attempt were ignored due to the fact that the United States failed to ratify the UNCLOS, making these claims worthless. Norway is the only nation that stresses the importance of cooperation in the prevention of the region's environmental degradation. Countries such as Finland, Iceland, and Sweden have been raising concern due to their increased interests but rejection from the talks regarding the Arctic Ocean.
	Other issues pertaining to this topic but not as imperative exist. Firstly, there is ongoing debate about whether the northwest passage is considered internal or international water. Canada claims these stretch of water as their internal passage, but the United States and other European countries oppose this view. Secondly, the dispute between Canada and Denmark regarding Hans Island has yet to come to an agreement. Lastly, the border dispute of the Beaufort Sea between Canada and the United States requires some attention.
Questions to Consider:
1. Should the Arctic Circle remain and international territory?
2. How can  Extra-territorial countries such as Britain, China and South Korea who have also expressed increased interest in the Arctic be more involved in the debate?
3. How can global peace be ensured if the Arctic Circle should be awarded to an individual nation or nations.
Useful Links:
· http://fairbanks-alaska.com/arctic-circle.htm
· http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/closindx.htm
· http://acdis.illinois.edu/publications/207/publication-globalsecurityclimatechangeandthearctic.html

[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic 2: Exposure of Iraqi refugee vulnerability due to lacking protection and the deprivation of basic assistance

	A refugee can be defined as people who have fled their countries due to a fear of persecution, having crossed an international border. They enjoy the protection afforded them by refugee law and the mandate of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). As of January 2011 there were an estimated 1.6 million Iraqi refugees residing in Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic alone. Within Iraq, there remain about 34,000 refugees, 11,000 of whom are of Turkish Origin and another 10,000 Palestinians. Another 1.3 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Iraq require urgent attention.
	Iraqi refugees have been known to be the world's most deprived in terms of protection, security. They largely come from an urban background and have gravitated in exile to the region’s largest cities, particularly Damascus, Amman, Cairo and Beirut. When Iraqis first arrived, most brought resources with them and many were not in need of assistance.  As time went on, the refugees were unable to look after themselves as their necessities began diminishing. One of the root causes of the issue is that they did not register with UNHCR and they were not housed in camps, the refugees remained hidden and anonymous in their respective urban sanctuaries.
	Common characteristics of Iraqi refugees are apparent in UNHCR surveys. Many displaced Iraqis have been exposed to terrifying experiences and approximately 22 per cent of them reported personal traumatic events. The prevalence of anxiety and depression amongst them is astoundingly high. About 89 per cent of the survey respondents have admitted to considering suicide. The international community needs to acknowledge not only the physical issues the refugees face, but also the already existing mental and psychological ones they have struggles to withstand.
	Hundreds of thousands of refugees that have fled their own country are only to be faced with extreme poverty and have had to take extreme measures to support their families. Lacking in sufficient education, they have no better choice than to take part in illegal activities, including trafficking, smuggling of drugs, and the involvement in gangs and crime.
	 The displacement and vulnerability of Iraqi refugees is a huge long-term challenge for the international committee but should be addressed immediately. The security, political, social and financial impact on Iraq, the surrounding region and the rest of the world will be felt for many years. UNHCR and other humanitarian agencies continue to lack the funds required to cope with the increasing needs of Iraqis and non-Iraqi refugees both within and outside Iraq. Ensuring that Iraqis seeking a refuge with humane conditions, assistance, and protection is vital but should be the responsibility of the international community rather than just the one nation and its neighbors. All refugees face a terrible choice: should they return home, with all its hazards, or remain in exile, without access to stable employment and basic services? As their vulnerability increases, so does the push factor for families to return to Iraq. It is our duty to eliminate this issue of vulnerability so refugees seeking assistance are given so without the dangers present in existing refugee camp.
Questions to Consider:
1. What role do NGOs play in the process of funding for refugee camps?
2. How can the issue of security be resolved so concerning outbreaks of violence won't affect the refugees?
3. What are possible solutions for reducing depression and anxiety statistically present amongst Iraqi refugees?

Useful Links:
· http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
· http://www.iauiraq.org/documents/1429/Full_report_109.pdf
· http://www.ird.org/how/PDFs/Iraq%20refugees%20policy%20brief_final.pdf



