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The rise of nuclear proliferation
Nuclear proliferation is a very diplomatic term describing the spread of nuclear warheads and any weaponry or information that is applicable to nuclear technology/ information. The proliferation has been opposed by many states that do not contain nuclear weapons which is understandable because the situation they are trying to avoid is a nuclear war of any sort, thus placing them at a major disadvantage. This policy mostly pertains to 3rd world countries while the 1st worlds vary in opinion. 
	Nonproliferation efforts have been made throughout the world as part of a general push for international nuclear pacifism.  Early efforts to prevent the widespread diffusion of nuclear warheads mostly included secrecy promulgated by the government, and sometimes sabotage inflicted upon other nations’ programs to obstruct rival research/implementation. The founding of the United Nations caused a branching off of responsibility of regulation into the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  This organization has several core goals as part of its mission, one of which is to spread use of civilian nuclear energy in a safe and regulated manner. Another is to find, monitor, and track nuclear activities across the globe including research into hydrogen bombs, ICBMs, and nuclear fission/fusion reactor developments. Member states of this organization are able to ratify their efforts because of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty NPT of 1968. It ensures all material used for nuclear use such as uranium and radioactive materials are recorded and tracked, and are only used for energy-creating purposes.  However, it is important to note that a division exists in the respective attitudes of developing and developed nations regarding the need for nuclear weapons in an often unstable and tenuous global diplomatic sphere.
	Non-signatory states are concentrated in regions historically non-aligned during the Cold War-era, a consequence of hesitating to give more unilateral influence to nations such as the United States.  It is important to consider the various factors which may cause a state to deviate from advised international regulations in favor of continuing weapons-based nuclear research.
Useful Links
http://world-nuclear.org/info/inf12.html

http://www.nobelprize.org/educational/peace/nuclear_weapons/readmore.html

 Arms trade/terrorism in failed states
In spite of there being no exact definition of what constitutes a failed state, many commonly refer to one as a state perceived as having failed at some basic condition and or responsibility of a sovereign government over a prolonged period of time. Some characteristics are that it is characterized by social, political, or economic failure. There are 12 general indicators for a state failure that has been further researched by historians, all of which involve measuring a state’s level of social, political, and economic stability in contrast with developed nations such as the United States. 
According to the official failed state list issued by Crisis States Research Centre 177 states are considered as failed states. 35 are classified as alert level failed states, 88 are warning level fail states, 40 are moderate level, and 11 are sustainable state level. So far Somalia is numbered one for failed states, a consequence of widespread lawlessness, the effective lack of a national government, terrorist and piracy activity, and one of the lowest levels of standards of living in the world.
Failed states offer various resources and rewards for terrorist groups searching to avoid military or government efforts made by the Global War on Terror (GWOT), a part of the international effort to combat terrorist activities after the 9/11 al-Qaeda attacks. State failure includes the disintegration and criminalization of public security forces, the collapse of the state administrative structure responsible for overseeing those forces, and the erosion of infrastructure that supports their effective operation. These characteristics make terrorist groups operating within failed states very difficult to track and or take action against because each of the factors contributes to a method used by the GWOT to capture terrorists. Terrorist groups that are the focus of the current GWOT display the characteristics of a network organization with capabilities that can lead to harm the masses with any kind of weaponry.  These terrorist groups often utilize the illegal arms trade to fund their kidnappings, assassinations, and recruitment policies.  It is important to consider the intricate relationships which exist among arms suppliers, terrorist organizations, nominal governments, and the international community that are present in failed states.
Useful Links
http://www.cdi.org/issues/failedstates/index.html

http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pdffiles/pub649.pdf	

