Ending the Monarchy In the Modern Era
	Monarchy as an institution is on the wane across the world.  Historically, monarchies and royal families did not die out immediately or lose their positions except as a result of treaty or warfare.  But in the modern age, the institution may no longer command the same level of influence or respect.  The monarchy of the 16 Commonwealth realms is unique in several respects, all of which demand consideration in assessing the role and purpose of contemporary monarchy.  The British monarchy is the most well-known one, with many of its members involved in significant historical and societally known events.  It is also a source of interest for genealogists and historians as a whole, with the current royal line traceable over many centuries into the Dark Ages and beyond.  The monarchy also serves a purpose by maintaining an entrenched elite by birth, a reminder of sorts of ages of absolutism and dynastic warfare, now largely quelled and looked upon with a historical eye.
	But the concept of monarchy itself is inherently against the democratic and humanitarian values supposedly espoused by these member states.  HRM Elizabeth II nominally owns a staggering amount of property and land (as well as the whole of the United Kingdom, if one adheres strictly to the position).  The Royal Family consumes the money and resources of taxpayers to maintain a traditional aristocratic lifestyle.  And while overt political power has largely been delegated to Parliament and the Prime Minister, the monarch still commands unprecedented power behind the scenes for a non-elected entity.  The claim of divine right, while largely unspoken during the reigns of the past few monarchs, is still an essential component of the theory of the right to rule indefinitely.  The institution is an anachronism from the Middle Ages, which has promulgated itself by conceding gradually the actual power to a semi-elected series of bodies.  As members of a democratic community, can this entrenched elitism and modern nobility be reconciled with proclamations of universal equality and opportunity?
	And yet, the monarchy is also a symbol of this community of nations and the history of a distinguished culture.  It reflects the oldest tradition in Britain, which has been carried out to other nations across the globe.  It provides a rallying common point for actions against tyranny and despotism.  Members of the Royal Family also provide essential work such as chairing and organizing charities, making the inaugural Parliament and Prime Minister legal, and serving as the spiritual head of the worldwide Anglican Church.  These duties and more remain a vital part of the history of the Commonwealth realms and would not be easily replaced.  As members of this organization who have voluntarily elected to maintain this tradition in their respective nations, it is essential to continually evaluate the efficacy and relevancy of this institution in the coming years.
Questions to Consider
1. What is the current popular perception among the public in regards to the role and viability of the monarchy in the modern era?
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. How may future monarchs change or delegate their influence and powers in response to public opinion?
3. How will the recent changes to equal primogeniture affect the positions and relevance of future monarchs?
Useful Links
http://members.shaw.ca/len92/abolish_monarchy.htm 
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